
 
 
  

 

 

Dr Rosalie Woodruff MP 
Greens Member for Franklin 

 

1 

 

 
24th April 2021 

 
 

Alina Tooley 

Tasmanian Divisional Manager 

Occupational Therapy Australia 

By email: alina.tooley@otaus.com.au 

 

 

Dear Ms Tooley, 

 

Thank you for inquiring about the Tasmanian Greens’ commitments to occupational 

therapists. As our party’s Health spokesperson, I am responding for Ms Rees. 

 

Thank you for the important work you and other occupational therapists do in keeping 

people well for longer, and in helping people heal and recover from injury and sickness. 

 

Our comments to the election ‘asks’ you’ve made are below. Please get in touch if you 

have any questions. 

 

Warm regards, 

 
Dr Rosalie Woodruff MP 

Tasmanian Greens Health spokesperson 

 

 

 

Tasmanian Greens’ Occupational Therapy commitments 

 

Ask: A commitment to ensure occupational therapists are included in the long-

term response to COVID-19. 

 

The Tasmanian Greens absolutely support occupational therapists being included in 

the long-term response to COVID-19. The work of OT’s is critical both to keeping 

people out of hospitals, and to caring for patients so they can heal as quickly as 

possible, and be safely discharged with ongoing support needed. 
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Ask: A commitment that occupational therapy is included in any future funding 

commitments for mental health. 

The Greens’ have already made a policy commitment to increasing the number of 

allied health practitioners across Tasmanian community health by 50. This would 

include OTs. 

 

Clearly, there are multiple factors influencing a person’s mental health. A person’s lived 

experience is a profound and dominant one. Occupational therapists can be essential 

to helping people heal their emotional health, or preventing them spiralling into a hard 

place. 

In addition to the extra finding we’ve already committed, we commit to looking at all 

mental health funding needs with an eye to the inclusion of OTs, as well as other 

professions. 

 

Ask: 

• A commitment to review occupational therapy workloads, pay equity with 

mainland professional development opportunities and support and career 

structures. 

• A commitment to addressing workforce shortages, and consequently reduced 

access to essential services, in rural, regional and remote parts of Tasmania. 

 

We understand cccupational therapists are dealing with acute pressure in Tasmania, 

and recognise workload, pay equity, professional development opportunities, and 

workforce shortages are significant issues. We support a review of these matters, and 

are committed to addressing them.  

 

We have already made a funding commitment for an extra 50 allied health practitioners 

across Tasmania, which would include OTs. 

 

Ask: A commitment to address the shortage of occupational therapists in 

Tasmania through visa or sponsorship assistance, comparable remuneration, 

improved working conditions, relocation support, and other recruitment 

incentives. 

 

We will explore all options, included those listed above, to address the shortage of 

occupational therapists in Tasmania. We understand that while it’s essential for 

Tasmanians to have local education options to become occupational therapists, and 

that we need more recognition and support for state-based education and training, 

other measures are also required to meet workforce needs.  

 

Ask: 

• A commitment to develop a clear statement about the role of allied health 

professionals within primary care to guide future work by the Tasmanian 

Department of Health and any taskforces or committees. 

• A commitment to recognise the key role allied health professionals play in the 

health and wellbeing of the community, and clarify the funding model for the 

sector into the future. 

• A commitment to explore the possibility of an allied health educator role. 
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We will support all of the above. It’s crucial that government recognise the crucial role 

allied health professionals play in our health system, and that staff are empowered to 

have a voice in Department Health processes. We recognise the necessity to improve 

the integrated care for patients, so that the care provided by OTs and other health 

professionals can be better coordinated.  

 

We also understand the importance of continued education opportunities for allied 

health professionals – the role of an allied health educator is highly worthy of 

consideration.  

 

Ask: A commitment to invest in raising community and GPs’ awareness of the 

vital ‘value add’ provided by allied health professionals 

 

We recognise that increasing community and GP awareness of the important role of 

allied health professionals will help improve people’s healing and make primary health 

care resources more effective. We support an investment in ways to achieve this.  

 

Ask: 

• A commitment to significant investment to improve medical record systems. 

• A commitment to invest in access to data reporting and analysis support for 

occupational therapists and other allied health teams, thereby facilitating 

informed decision making and service evaluation and design. 

 

We fully support significant investment to improve medical record systems, and in 

access to data reporting and analysis.  

 

Ask: A commitment to undertake a review to ensure all public health facilities are 

fit for purpose and develop an investment plan to fix those that are not fit for 

purpose. 

 

Tasmanians should expect nothing less than “fit for purpose” public health facilities, but 

unfortunately there are many examples of facilities that do not fit this description e.g. 

the Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services building in Launceston. We would 

support a review of this nature, and of course support addressing the issues identified 

in such a review. The investment plan should ensure those facilities which are most 

unfit for their purpose are prioritised.  

 

Ask: A commitment that all occupational therapy recommendations for social 

housing tenants should be actioned, as these modifications lead to improved 

health outcomes and reduced hospital admissions for a very vulnerable cohort 

of the Tasmanian community. 

 

It’s unacceptable that recommendations made by experts (such as OTA members) are 

being denied by the Department of Communities. These modifications are essential for 

the health outcomes of tenants, and should all be followed through. We are committed 

to making sure that happens.  

 


