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2022 South Australian Election
Response to Occupational Therapy Australia

Public Health
What is the South Australian Liberal Governments plan to address and reduce the

impact of long COVID?
The Marshall Liberal Government is committed to working with all health
professionals to assess the long term impact of COVID-19, including any differential
impact of particular variants.
As the pandemic progresses, SA Health is monitoring patients who have recovered
from COVID-19. Local, national and international data and research will feed into the
health service response.

Mental Health
Occupational Therapy Australia would like to know how an elected Liberal
Government will invest in professional support for mental health occupational
therapists, to ensure the ongoing availability of their expertise to those who need it
most?
The Government is committed to working with all health professionals to best
support their mental wellbeing.
A landmark agreement between the State and Federal Governments has secured
$134 million for mental health services in South Australia.
The agreement recognises and builds on the $163 million investment in mental
health the Government announced as part of the 2021-22 State Budget.
A re-elected Government will build on our already strong mental health record to
ensure that health professionals are supported as they provide help to South
Australian's in need.

Occupational Therapists in Schools
We ask your party to request the Department for Education to work with OTA, to
develop guidelines for occupational therapist access to schools that respects both
the learning and privacy of students and the rights of disability access for children.
We urge the elected government to respond by funding occupational therapists to
work within the school environment, alongside students and teachers.
If the Government is re-elected the Minister for Education would be pleased to have
a meeting with Occupational Therapy Australia to discuss options around
collaboration on this matter into the future.

Housina
OTA urges the Government to invest in more public housing, specifically for those with
disability, mental illness and for the ageing population.
The Government currently invests significant funding to ensure South Australians,
particularly those who are aging, and those living with disability and mental illness can
access safe, secure and appropriate public housing.

The number of public houses provided to older people and people with disability is
substantial, with 60.1% of current public housing tenants aged 55 years or over and
over 35% of people in receipt of Disability Support Pension. Over the last five years
over 17,453 disability modifications have been undertaken to ensure tenants can
stay safely at home or transfer to more appropriate accommodation.
Cottage flats, which account for approximately 12% of total public housing stock, are
designed to suit the needs of older persons with multi-level group sites also offering
site-specific allocation strategies to prioritise vulnerable older persons.
Additional support for older public housing tenants to age in place include:
• Modifications such as ramps and grab rails.
• Financial assistance to secure private rental accommodation.

• An Aged Homelessness Assistance Program for older people experiencing
homelessness and requiring housing and support.
• 10-year lease agreements for public housing tenants in receipt of an Aged Pension
(subject to meeting the conditions of their lease agreement).
Since 2019, 71 apartments, specifically designed for older people, have been
completed at Blair Athol, Prospect, South Plympton and Morphettville. If re-elected,
the Government will continue to explore further opportunities for future apartments,
including possible partnerships with community housing providers that have a focus
on older tenants.

Additional supports for people with disability include:
• Supporting access to social housing for Disability Support Pension recipients
through automatic entry to category 2.

• 100 Specialist Disability Accommodation (SDA) properties to Liveable Housing
Australia Platinum and Silver standard.
• Working in partnership with community housing providers to increase the

availability of Specialist Disability Accommodation.
• Ensuring SAHT Universal Housing Design Criteria is applied to at least 75% of
new social housing construction.

